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Ruckh studies how we learn, teach and act
Interpretation of history has long been
infused in our political discourse. From the
time of our nation’s founders to the current
political scene, historical references have
been made to justify policies and politics of
all kinds.
Someone who has studied this particular issue is Eric Ruckh. Born and raised in
Pittsburgh, he received his bachelor’s degree
from Bucknell University in Pennsylvania
and his doctorate from the University of
California at Irvine. Ruckh also studied in
France and England. He is now an associate professor in the department of historical studies at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. He is, however, not your traditional historian.
Ruckh said that he initially thought of
becoming a lawyer until as an undergraduate he met a historian, an economist and a
philosopher.
“They showed me a set of possibilities
that I had not seen before,” Ruckh said.
“They were ‘superteachers.’ Then I decided
to become an academic and concentrate on
intellectual history.”
As a consequence of his experiences,
Ruckh looks at many subjects in his work to
understand the world in which we live. That
includes, but is not limited to, literature and
philosophy. Among the topics he has been
studying is globalization.
“Globalization has been going on for
15,000 years, with humans contacting other
humans,” Ruckh said. “To understand contemporary globalization, we need to look at
its past. Globalization today works in two
different contradictory ways. On one hand it
homogenizes, on another it inspires people
to develop unique cultures. That is what
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makes it so interesting.”
Yet, he finds globalization today different
than in the past in one fundamental aspect.
“What is different today is the speed with
which information and people can move
around,” he explained. “That changes the
notion of space and time. It is creating a
deepening sense for people to forget the
past. That creates some challenges to a historian, both as a researcher and as a teacher. It
is an opportunity as well.
“The main argument why we need to
know our history is that the past is relevant
today. It still affects all of us, and it is transformative,” Ruckh explained. “Social norms
and political institutions all are rooted in the
past.”
Ruckh has also been looking at the role
played by friendship in history. “It is one
of those human experiences that is timeless
because it has always existed,” he said. “Its
meaning has changed throughout time and
across cultures.
“In the ancient Greek world, friendship
was essential to live a great life and a
political life. Friendship was crucial to live a
balanced life. It was a way to become a better human being. Friendship was essential
to that,” Ruckh said. “Today, friendship is
increasingly privatized, something that happens in private spaces.”
When looking at literature he also sees
things constantly interacting. “I don’t think
that literature is only reflective of the world,

but at the same time is transformative. It is
a form of symbolic action,” he added. “It
provides people a different look at the world
the way it was.”
In addition to his scholarship in history
and philosophy, Ruckh has also shown a
great interest in the issue of educational reform. In fact, since 2005 he has been
engaged in reforming the general education
program at SIUE. He said that he sees problems with the way we teach today at colleges
and universities.
“The basic problem with general education is that it is increasingly seen by students,
parents, politicians, and administrators as
vocational education, to train people to function in today’s economy,” Ruckh said. “It
ignores the deep human roots of education,
the possibility of education being transformative and augmenting human autonomy.
You need to tie the idea of liberal education
with the notion of citizenship and the skill
to think critically about the world, so people
can arrive at their own answers to complicated policy and economic questions. If we
do not teach our students along those lines,
one of the foundations of liberal democracy
can be threatened.”
He cites as an example a lack of deep
understanding about the “Arab Spring” that
is threatening the autocracies of North Africa
and the Near East.
“The study of the French Revolution can
help us to understand some aspects of these
revolutions taking place and the role of liberal politics today in Europe and the U.S.,”
Ruckh said. “The French Revolution helps us
understand the dynamics of today’s politics,
how to make citizens, how to train people to
be free and to understand that to remove a

Photo by Joanne Olson

Professor Eric Ruckh of SIUE.
dictator does not guarantee the emergence
of a liberal state.”
Otto von Bismarck, the 19th century
German statesman, once said, “Politics is
the art of the possible.” Translated to today’s
world, it sounds like all politicians have to
— at some point — set principles aside in
order to achieve their goals. So, is compromise something we have forgotten in today’s
political discourse?
“We need more of the art of the possible,”

Ruckh said. “The way is to understand that
human action is limited. That makes human
action in politics both deeply tragic and
deeply ironic.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE,
88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.
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Jury awards driver
$82,000 over accident
By STEVE HORRELL
stevehorrell@hotmail.com
Jurors have awarded $82,000 to
a driver whose pickup truck was
damaged in a two-vehicle accident
last year near Edwardsville. They
deliberated for an hour on Tuesday
afternoon before returning a verdict
for the plaintiff, Dennis Flack of
Hartford.
The case reached Judge Dennis
Ruth’s courtroom after Flack’s
attorney Michael Glisson and Paul
Travous, who represented the other
driver, Lisa Hogan, failed to reach
an agreement.
The case had been argued before
an arbitration panel on Jan. 25, after
which the three-person panel suggested a $25,000 award to Flack for
personal injuries and a $4,000 payment for property damage. Allstate
Insurance rejected the decision, and
Flack decided to take the case to
trial, Glisson said.
In his opening statements Monday
afternoon, Glisson told jurors that
Flack had been driving his 1996 F150 truck south on Illinois Route 111
when he approached the intersection with New Poag Road. Hogan,

of Granite City, was northbound on
Route 111.
As Hogan turned left onto New
Poag Road, her 2007 Chevrolet LS
was t-boned by the pickup. Flack
told jurors that he had a green light;
Hogan testified that she was following a green left-turn arrow, Glisson
said.
David Walker, an electrical services supervisor for the Illinois
Department of Transportation, told
jurors that IDOT considered the
Route 111 and New Poag Road
intersection to be dangerous.
Flack injured “his back and other
areas of his body,” according a lawsuit that Glisson filed against Hogan
on Aug. 9, 2010.
Among other allegations, he
claims that Hogan was negligent
for:
s &AILING TO KEEP A PROPER LOOKout for other vehicles;
s &AILING TO REDUCE SPEED TO AVOID
an accident, and driving too fast for
conditions;
s .EGLIGENTLY AND CARELESSLY DRIVing her vehicle “without safe and
adequate brakes.”
Glisson suggested that jurors
award $85,000.

Judge rules against
church on adoption
By JOHN O’CONNOR
AP Political Writer
SPRINGFIELD (AP) — An Illinois
judge ruled Thursday the state
can stop working with Catholic
Charities on adoptions and foster
care placements — something the
state decided to do in July after the
not-for-profit agency refused to recognize the new civil unions law.
In his ruling, Sangamon County
Circuit Judge John Schmidt said
that no one, including Catholic
Charities, has a legal right to a contract with the state government. He
did not address the more sensitive
issue of whether a state contractor
that refuses to serve gays and lesbians is violating the state’s new civil
unions law.
The state Department of Children
and Family Services ended $30
million in contracts with Catholic
Charities in four church dioceses in
July, but Schmidt had temporarily
reinstated them while he considered the case.
Illinois authorities had said
they were canceling the contracts
because Catholic Charities’ practice
of referring unmarried couples to
other agencies was discriminatory,
a violation of the state’s civil union
law. Catholic Charities argued it
was exempt under civil unions and
another state law that protect religious practices.
Among its arguments, Catholic
Charities said it was entitled to a
hearing over the canceled contracts
because after 40 years of annually
renewed pacts, the organization
had developed a “property interest” in the work and should be able
to object to state action.
Schmidt disagreed.
“Plaintiffs are not required by
the state to perform these useful
and beneficial services,” the judge

wrote.
The work, he said, “is a desire of
the plaintiffs to perform their mission as directed by their religious
beliefs.”
A spokesman for Catholic
Charities said the organization’s
lawyers were reviewing the ruling
“and considering next actions.”
A lawyer for the organization
said in court Wednesday that losing
the state contracts would hurt not
only Catholic Charities’ work, but
those who want to be adoptive or
foster parents in remote areas of the
state where the group is the only
one working in the field.
A spokeswoman for the state
attorney general, who represented
DCFS, said the decision “will allow
the state to continue focusing on
what’s best for the care and wellbeing of children.”
Ben Wolf, associate legal director for the American Civil Liberties
Union of Illinois, supported the
decision.
“The primary goal in foster care
and adoptive services must be the
best interest of the children in need
of loving, secure homes,” he said.
“The state has a responsibility and
constitutional obligation to assure
that all decisions about foster and
permanent homes for children are
made in the best interest of the child
— not other factors including the
religious views of the contractual
provider.
"Lesbians and gay men across
Illinois daily provide secure, good
homes for foster and adoptive children — and have done so for many
years.
"These loving parents must be
allowed to participate fully and
equally in any program performing the state’s function of licensing
and placing children with foster or
adoptive parents.”
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PK's as it looked at its height, after the dining room additions were made.

PK'S
Continued from Page 1
"It was a big treat to stop at PK's
for the broasted chicken," she said..
MacDonald worked for Rich
Phillips for several years and managed the restaurant at one point.
"Rich was a wonderful person and
a wonderful boss, and you could not
separate the two," she said.
Donna Phillips met her husband, a
pilot and aircraft owner, at St. Louis
Regional Airport, in Bethalto in 2002.
They were married the same year.
"Rich was a wonderful man," she
said. "And I'm not just saying that
because he was my husband. Ask
anybody."
Dr. Urszula Ledzewicz, a math professor at the University of Southern
Illinois Edwardsville, treasures her
memories of PK's.
Ledzewicz, who is Polish, and

her
husband,
Heinz Schaettler,
a German professor of electrical engineering
at
Washington
University, were
married here in a
small ceremony in
1992.
Phillips
With two secretaries from the
SIUE math department, the newlyweds chose PK's for a late lunch.
"I told the waiter that we were actually having a wedding," Ledzewicz
said. "They were very surprised and
came to talk to us. They made it a
very special occasion. We went there
on every anniversary as long as the
restaurant was open."
Bob McLean, who has run his
automotive repair business on the

corner across from the PK's site since
1967, was a friend of Phillips' and a
regular customer.
"We lament not being able to get
the food that we used to over there,"
McLean said, mentioning the prime
rib in particular. "The place was
always packed."
Suzanne Mostafavifar's husband,
Parviz. took her to PK's on their first
date, in 1974. They remained loyal
customers to the end.
"We have lots of pictures of memories there, birthdays, special occasions. We really miss it. We thought
it was a big loss to Edwardsville
when he had to close."
Mostafavifar met Donna Phillips
when they were both hired at SIUE
on the same day.
"Donna gave me a PK's menu
as a souvenir when the restaurant
closed," she said. "I still have it."

Other states with 90 percent or
more graduates taking the ACT
include Arkansas, Colorado,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan,
Mississippi,
North
Dakota,
Tennessee and Wyoming.
Illinois’ average ACT composite
scores for the past five years has
improved, rising from 20.5 in 2007
to 20.9 in 2011. Nationally, there
has been a slight dip in the composite score from 21.2 in 2007 to
21.1 in 2011. The ACT is scored on
a scale of 1 to 36, with 36 being the
highest possible score.
Hightower said that he and the
board are also pleased that EHS
scores continue to rise and are
nearly two percentage points higher than the state composite score.
“EHS has a rigorous academic
curriculum, which definitely contributes to student success on this
high-stakes college entrance exam."
he said. "Edwardsville High School
was recognized nationally last
spring by the College Board on the
AP Achievement List for its extensive Advanced Placement course
offerings and student achievement
on the AP exams over the last three
years."
“This news comes on the heels
of the state’s notification to District
7 that all elementary and middle schools made AYP [Adequate
Yearly Progress] under No Child
Left Behind. The district had an
outstanding year academically, and
we will continue to strive toward
improving our students’ academic
achievement.”

INQUEST
Continued from Page 1

MARYVILLE
Continued from Page 1
The board approved moving Jolene Henry, who currently serves as village treasurer, into the village clerk's
role until a replacement is hired.
"I appreciate the opportunity to serve the residents of
the village of Maryville for the last six years and wish the
administration continued success in the operations of the
village," Fenton said in her resignation letter.
A little more than year ago, Fenton, who had previously
worked for the village's building and zoning department,
replaced Thelma Long, a village employee for 40 years.
"I'd like to thank Tracy for her work as our clerk and as
an employee for the village of Maryville," Mayor Larry
Gulledge said.
"We appreciate it and we wish her well in her new
endeavors."
Meanwhile, the board discussed its upcoming schedule, which shows the next caucus meeting at 7 p.m. on
Aug. 24 and the next village board meeting at 7 p.m. on

Sept. 7.
There will not be a caucus meeting on Aug. 31 as it
stands as the fifth Wednesday of the month.
The board approved the purchase of two Ford F150
pickup trucks at a cost of $22,544 each.
One truck will serve the village's water department and
the other will be used by the street department.
Community Improvement Board member Michelle
Vermaux, who serves as the chairperson for the village's
Yard of the Month committee, made two presentations
on Wednesday.
Tom and Robin Angelo of 5 Fieldcrest in Autumn Oaks
Subdivision were honored with the July Yard of the
Month award.
Gary Clark, owner of Memories on Main at 6300A
East Main Street, was presented with the Business
Landscaping of the Year award.
Wednesday's meeting lasted just 19 minutes and trustees Mike Vallino, Linda Garcia and Craig Short were
absent.

Investigators say that three suspects staked out Cullen outside
a bingo hall at the west edge of
Collinsville and stopped her from
driving away. They forced her into
the trunk of her car and drove her
to East St. Louis.
Because the death was determined to have occurred in East St.
Louis, first-degree murder charges were filed in St. Clair County.
Charged with Cullen’s murder are:
Daquan D. Barnes, 18, of Granite
City, and Demarcus D. Barnes, 28,
and Latosha A. Cunningham, 37,
both of Belleville. Each is being
held at the St. Clair County Jail in
lieu of $3 million bail.
Cullen, whose country of origin
is Japan, was a widow who enjoyed
playing bingo at the Fireman’s Hall
in Collinsville.

Republicans have their day at state fair
SPRINGFIELD (AP) — Republicans rallying
Thursday at the Illinois State Fair hammered
Democrats over their handling of the state budget
and national economy, predicting angry voters are
ready to support Republican candidates in 2012.
“We have the right message: Fiscal responsibility, no more borrowing,” Christine Radogno,
minority leader in the state Senate, told the crowd.
“We have an electorate that has been shocked into
awareness by the horrible mismanagement of the
Democrats.”
That largely matches what Illinois Republicans
have stressed for years with limited success at the
ballot box.

In the past five elections, Republicans often
accused Democrats of taxing and spending too
much but won only four of 19 statewide elections.
Last year, voters gave Democrat Pat Quinn a full
term as governor despite his strong support for
raising taxes.
None of Illinois’ statewide offices are on the
ballot in 2012. Republicans hope to chip away at
the Democratic majority in the state legislature
and protect the congressional seats they picked
up in 2010.
State Republican Chairman Pat Brady said the
party plans a presidential straw poll Nov. 2, one
year before the election. He said places to vote

will be set up in all 102 counties, and people will
be charged $5 each to participate. Brady said the
event will raise some money for the party but,
more importantly, could help Republicans organize for the March primary election.
They criticized Quinn for not paying down a
$4 billion pile of overdue bills but rejected his
proposal to eliminate the backlog by borrowing
money, and they acknowledged their own budget
plans would take about five years to pay off the
bills. Republican leaders proposed cutting government spending by making unspecified changes
to Medicaid, government pensions and health
insurance for state employees.

